2021 Academia Sinica
Funding Opportunity Announcement

Biotechnology Research Park Translation (BRPT) Project

Academia Sinica has established Biomedical Translational Research Center (BioTReC) within the
National Biotechnology Research Park (NBRP) in 2019, with a mission to bridge the gap between
fundamental research and industrial applications. As part of the effort to accomplish this mission,
we announce this funding opportunity for translational research in biomedicine that leads to
technology transfer.

This BRPT project calls for innovative ideas that leads to technology transfer in 3-5 years.
Successful projects will be conducted at National Biotechnology Research Park (NBRP) and
should contribute to the development of NBRP into a world-class biotech industrial research
environment. Technology transfer-driven proposals for innovative translational research are
requested to develop valuable findings of basic science into clinical and industrial applications, with
an overall goal of enhancing the international competitiveness of Taiwan in biotechnology.

Funding period for each BRPT project is 3+2 years, with the last two years of funding determined
by progress towards milestones. Researchers are required to actively seek technology transfer or
other commercialization routes. Topics may include but are not limited to: cancer treatment,
immunology, regenerative medicine, metabolic diseases, cardiovascular diseases, and
diagnostics.

Preference will be given to those meeting the followingcriteria:

1. Track record in technology transfer and collaboration with industry

2. Plans for technology transfer or spinning-off a start-up company

3. Availability of matching fund for intended research project and related residency expenses
at NBRP

1. Application Process

1.1 Eligibility
1. The Program/Project Pl mustbe an Academia Sinica Research Fellow or Specialist of any rank.

2. BRPT Projects additionally allow Postdoctoral research scientist to serve as PI but must be
supported by all current and previous mentors, with signed Supporting Letter(s) from each
delineating their respective roles and ownership of the intended project. A mentor, who is a
full time Academia Sinica Research Fellow, must also agree to oversee grant administration
and undersign all expenditure approval.

3. PI can invite non-Academia Sinica scientists to participate in the project and serve as co-P], if
necessary.

4. Collaborators enlisted should be justified in the proposal and each is required to provide a
Supporting Letter delineating their expertise and specific roles in the projects.

1.2 Deadlines and Important Reminder

1. Application deadline is 17:00, August 1, 2020; Proposals should be written in English,
adhering to the guidelines and format specified within the document template provided
(Appendix 1), with a Research Plan describing the following four major sections: 1) the
problem to be solved, 2) the innovative ideas and milestones proposed, 3) the potential
impact of the work, and 4) plans to achieve the milestones.

2. In preparing the proposals, applicants should keep in mind the following review criteria: i) the



significance of the problem to be addressed, ii) the degree of innovation, iii) the extent
of anticipated impact, and iv) the feasibility of your milestones. These criteria will be
evaluated from a technology transfer and commercialization point of view.

3. Selected proposals will be provided financial support and lab space at NBRP.

4. Use the form provided (Appendix 2) to submit a one-page Letter of Intent by July 1, 2020.
The Letter of Intent will not be used for screening nor will it be subject to review. It serves only
to facilitate the administrative aspects of the grant review process.

2. Funding Period and other Requirements

1. Funding period for each BRPT projectis 3 years, but can be extended to 5 years if necessary
and upon satisfactory performance.

2. Oral presentation and pitching, if required during the review process, will be arranged and
notified in advance.

3. Grant Acceptance and Requirements prior to Project Execution

i)  Project PI and co-PI(s) of a successful grant application must sign and undertake to abide

by the terms as stipulated in the respective Project Execution Agreement, and complete the
Conflict of Interest declaration process, prior to commencing the project;

ii) Relevant approval from the authorized AS committees must be obtained before

commencing any project involving biological and/or genetically engineered materials,
animal experiments or human subjects;

iii) In accordance with the AS Research Ethics regulations, all personnel who directly perform

any AS-funded research activity should receive at least one hour of research ethics training
every three years. Such training must be completed within six months of joining the
research project, or within the duration of the project for a project lasting less than six
months;

iv) Project PI found to have violated research ethics will be subject to recommended actions

by the AS Ethics Committee.

. The progress report towards product commercialization will be evaluated yearly and used as

a basis to determine continuing funding support for the intended 3-years’ incubation
residency at NBRP, which can be extended to a maximum of 5 years if necessary. Failure to
demonstrate satisfactory progress will result in premature termination of support and
unconditional withdrawal from NBRP residency.

. Afinal written report to the AS Department of Academic Affairs and Instrument Services is due

upon completion of each project.

3. Application Materials to be submitted

1.

Use the form provided (Appendix 2) to submit a one-page Letter of Intent to the Grant Office
by July 1, 2020.

. Use the document template provided (Appendix 1) to prepare the Full Proposal, adhering to

the format and rules specified within. All required information including research plan, budget
request and justification, supporting letters, biographical sketch, recent research
accomplishments, and a list of current and pending grant supports, should be organized into
one PDF file and submitted as email attachment or through cloud-based service to the Grant
Office, before the submission deadline: 17:00, August 1, 2020. Name the submitted files as
“BRPT-PI English name", e.g. BRPT -ChenXX refers to a BRPT Proposal submitted by PI ChenXX.



A confirmation acknowledgement email will be sent upon receipt and content verification of
the submitted proposal. It can be used as proof of submission. Incomplete applications will not
be considered.

. List of recommended and to be avoided Reviewers should be sent as a separate email
attachment file to the Grant Office, when submitting the Full Proposal.

. Grant Office contact information:

Email: biomedgrant@gate.sinica.edu.tw
¢/o Dr. Yuan-Chen Chang (Tel: 2787-2614), Dr. Chien-Hua Pai (Tel: 2787-2613)
Department of Academic Affairs and Instrument Service
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2021 Biotechnology Research Park Translational (BRPT) Project Proposal

X :
TR
Project English:
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TEERSA Position
Project PI ish: ae
rojec English EHSSEE/Y
Affiliation
FA3Z / English: BRi /B8 v Position/Affiliation
1.
e
HEEFA |2
Project Co-PI(s)
3.
FA3Z / English: BRiFE/E5 (v Position/Affiliation
JeEmRAR" | |
Mentor* 2.
$—1F Year 1: S8 1F Year 2:
==
AIEER [, 5000 Tt
B{7 : tﬁgﬁgq:m —
Total Budget ZE=4F Year 3: (BPUR A E Year 4 & 5)
Uit thousand NTD TS , RBRIB=FRAH
N Email:
-I-iﬂgl‘n IZIA
Project Tel:
Contact Person
3 :
SR |
Keywords English:

EIEERANRARELIRAREE  FEAGEIARABRSIEE , XiFZtEZH
s, iRt ECERE TR

* A full time Academia Sinica Research Fellow (any rank) is required to serve as mentor and
agree to oversee the grant administration and undersign all expenditure approval, if the PI is
a Postdoctoral Research Scientist
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2021 Biotechnology Research Park Translational (BRPT) Project Proposal

SHEETE (FX):
Project Title (English):

FTE=EFFA Project PL:
FEBE(T Affiliation:

Executive Summary and Chinese Abstract

Provide an Executive Summary for the proposed Translational Project to be carried out in the
National Biotechnology Research Park (NBRT) in one page or less, highlighting the prospects for
product commercialization and/or company spin-off in 3 years’ time, and likely difficulties in
achieving that goal. In addition, provide a Chinese Abstract in less than 500 words.

2.1

2.2

23

24

Research Plan

The problem to be solved. Define the problem in the biomedical translational area to be
investigated, focusing on its relevance to the project mission and its importance from translational
perspectives. Describe the state-of-the-art and identify the current bottleneck. (about half a page
recommended)

The innovative ideas and milestones proposed. Summarize the milestones of the project.
Specifically highlight the innovative approach(es) you propose, including its rationale, originality,
and scientific/technological/commercial merit. (about half a page recommended, to be elaborated
later in Section 2.4)

The potential impact of the work. Describe how the project may lead to a technology transfer
or commercialization path. (about half a page recommended)

Plans to achieve the milestones. Describe the research approaches in each milestone. Identify the
timeline of accomplishing them. Focus on the logic and scientific or technical challenges. Pay
particular attention to how you intend to meet the imposed 3-years’ time period to establish a viable
business plan.

Also describe international competitiveness of your project and the expertise of the team you
assembled. For team projects, provide a succinct description of how your research team is
organized and how different components of the projects are coordinated; how the expertise of your
co-PIs and collaborators is essential to this project and complements one another. Note that
Supporting Letter(s) from collaborator(s) affirming individual commitment to the designated roles
should be obtained and submitted together with this proposal.

The total page limit for this section including references is five pages, by A4 size, I inch or 2.54 cm
margins for all sides, single spaced, font: Times New Roman or Calibri, 11 point. Smaller font size 9 or
10 is allowed only for Figure legend and Bibliography.

3.

Budget and Other Resources Requested

Use the Budget Table in the next page to prepare your itemized budget request. Briefly justify the budget



allocated for each of the categories, including the intended number and level of research personnel to
be employed, major equipment and consumable items requested, and any other aspects not apparent
from the Table. Disclose all other matching public and private funding source, including support from
host Institute/Research Center and industrial sponsorship, if available. You may self-design additional
Table/Chart to present a breakdown of your available and requested support. Include also all requests
for lab space and access to core facilities at NBRP.

The Total Budget Plan and the descriptive justifications to be provided should not exceed one page.

FE Year 1 2 3 Total
International
Z=214
L —
Training
Mainland China
ERE :
International
Operatin
P & IRES Domestic
Expenses Travel
(A) Mainland China

B A B Personnel & Salary
IR AERBFEMERFE Consumables

HEFSEHEEA Total (A)
HEtRi(1%88) | JFEE4ERE Non-Computer Item
RIEE &=NHHREE Computer-related Item

Equzg)nem RAEEEAERE Total (B)

42BN E Graduate Student Stipend (C)

#Z<EHE Total (T) = (A)H(B)H(C)

*BA(] : =TIt *Unit: thousand NTD

4. Biographical Sketch and Summary of Research Accomplishments

Each PI and co-PI should use the template provided in the next page to prepare their Biographical
Sketch, which should include among others:

i) a Personal Statement - brief self-introduction of research path/career in 200-300 words;

ii) Contributions to Science - a summary of major research achievements by referring to
selected key publications and other forms of contributions, their significance and impact;

iii) Recent Accomplishments - a summary of research accomplishments in the last five years,
paying particular attention to describing the respective outcome from grant supports. Include
the funding sources and grant number as listed in the publications for all accomplishments
described here. Do not include manuscripts in preparation or submitted.

iv) Complete/Selected List of Recent Publications - selected key publications can be combined
with a more complete list of publications in the last 5 years, but keep to the total page limit

This section including Biographical sketch, summary of research accomplishments and list of
publications should not exceed five pages for each PI and co-PI of individual (component) Projects.




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

NAME;: P -

INSTITUTE/RESEARCH CENTER:
Current POSITION:

EDUCATION (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education)

DURATION FIELD OF
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE MM/YY-MM/YY STUDY
EMPLOYMENT (Include postdoctoral training)
POSITION DURATION FIELD OF
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION TITLE MM/YY-MM/YY STUDY

I. PERSONAL STATEMENT
A brief self-introduction of research path/career, 200-300 words

II. HONORS
Include professional distinctions and service, honors and selected speaking invitations

III. CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE
Summarize major research achievements and describe their significance and impact

IV. RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS from Grant Support
Summarize the more recent research accomplishments (last 5 years) and credit them to grant
supports where applicable

IV. LIST OF PUBLISHED WORK
Provide a complete or selected list of recent (last 5 years) publications to keep within the total 5-
pages limit. Earlier key publications can also be provided here, or under item III above.




5. List of Current and Pending Grant Support

Please list any current and pending projects/proposals funded by Academia Sinica and external agencies
in the last three years (from 2018-2020). Any incomplete information may adversely affect the
consideration of this proposal. Please be reminded that applicants should not submit the same proposal
to multiple funding sources at Academia Sinica and/or to external funding agencies at the same time.

FiFANEEFIEFA Principal Investigator/co-PI:

(1) Funding Agency and Project Type #BNEE (R 5124850
(2) Grant Title and number FHERTBEIRIR :

o Status 51Z4AKEE: 0 A. Current H4T o B. Pending EB55
® Research Role 5HEE#E(ERAE: 0 A. Project PI 5HEFFA
o B. Program Director #&5t2=F#5A 0 C. Subproject PI1 93Z5HE=F A

(3) Project Period #4THARD: YYYY/MM) to YYYY/MM)
(4) Funding Amount in thousands of NTD ##EE48%8 (1F7T)

Year £FfE | Total Project Amount 485348 | Individual Project Amount fELABFSTARESR

(5) Is there any relationship between this project/proposal and the Grand Challenge Program
for which you are applying? WEtERBEAIRERFT=E18E ?
0 No 0O Yes. (Please specify details s5FBBERIHHILE)

(1) Funding Agency and Project Type #BIEE (R 5124850
(2) Grant Title and number FHERTBEIRIR :

e Status 5T&EAKRE: 0 A. Current #1798 0 B. Pending B8
® Research Role 5HEE#(ERAE: 0 A. Project PI 5HEFFA
o B. Program Director #&5t23E#5A 0 C. Subproject PI1 93Z5HE=FFA

(3) Project Period #4THARD: YYYY/MM) to YYYY/MM)
(4) Funding Amount in thousands of NTD ##EE42%8 (1F7T)

Year £FfE | Total Project Amount 485348 | Individual Project Amount fELABFSTARESR

(5) Is there any relationship between this project/proposal and the Grand Challenge Program
for which you are applying? WWEtERBEAIRERFT=E18E ?
0 No 0O Yes. (Please specify details s5FBBERIHHILE)

*Extend this form as necessary to include all funding sources.



List of Recommended Reviewers

Please read the Conflict of Interest Guidelines and provide a list of 5-8 reviewers with the expertise to
review your application and submit this list as a separate file to the Grant Office. If necessary, provide
also the names of individuals who should be excluded as reviewers due to Contflict of Interest.

Conflict of Interest Guidelines

1. A committee member or reviewer must decline to review the relevant application if they

1.1 Have, or have had, a personal relationship with the applicant.

1.2 Were a doctoral thesis supervisor of the applicant, or have supervised the applicant as a
postdoctoral fellow.

1.3 Have published work in collaboration with the applicant within the last five years, especially as a
primary co-author.

1.4 Have been involved in any situation considered as a Conflict of Interest with the applicant.

2. Committee members and reviewers should disclose to the Committee Chair, in advance, any of the
following Conflicts of Interest. In addition, they must avoid giving scores or votes, and should
withdraw from the meeting for as long as the application is being discussed.

2.1 A committee member or reviewer is working in the same Institute or Department as the applicant.

2.2 A committee member or reviewer was a Bachelor’s or Master’s thesis supervisor of the applicant.

2.3 A committee member or reviewer implements projects in collaboration with the applicant during
the period of review.

2.4 A committee member or reviewer is involved in any situation considered as Conflict of Interest
with the applicant.

1. Recommended Reviewers (Please provide 5-8 reviewers)

1 | Name 000
Organization / Department 000
Area(s) of Expertise 000
E-mail Address o0oo
Note 000

2. Please state, if necessary, the names who should be excluded as reviewers due to
Conflict of Interest with the applicant.

1 | Name 000
Organization / Department 000
Area(s) of Expertise 000
E-mail Address o0oo
Note 000

I acknowledge that I have read the Conflict of Interest Guidelines and I declare that none of the
recommended reviewers are in conflict with the application or the applicant.

Signature: Date:
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Letter of Intent
2021 Biotechnology Research Park Translational (BRPT) Project
i | X
fastat =28
Provisional :
Proj ect Enghsh:
Title
. X : 7
SrEERA Position
Project PI Enelish: N
nglisn: E%E'fﬂ
Affiliation
tizm FA3Z English BR /B8 7] Position/Affiliation
HEFEFA ;
Project Co-PI(s) .
FA3Z English BRE /B8 A1 Position/Affiliation
EERRAE* |1
Mentor* 2.
N Email:
STEEEA
Project Tel:
Contact Person

Project Synopsis:

*Send this Letter of Intent to the Grant Office at biomedgrant@gate.sinica.edu.tw by July 1, 2020.




